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APPLICATION FOR NEW SONG NETWORK (NSN) TO BECOME A CHURCH 

If you know little about New Song Network please refer to the ‘Background Paper’ distributed with this. 

 

THE PROCESS 

Application to be made to the February Circuit Meeting. If successful the application is sent to Synod in 
April and then Conference in July. 

 

VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

NSN is doing the things that a church does but differently. The term “mixed economy” is used to describe 
the way that traditional and Fresh Expressions groups and churches can work alongside each other as well 
as the range of backgrounds of people attending Fresh Expressions: from those with no previous 
involvement in church along the continuum to those with a firm place in another church but wanting some 
other form of worship to satisfy them.Many attending New Song activities have stated that attendance has 
helped with their witness and mission within their traditional church. Belonging to both iscomplementary.  

When the circuit churches prepared profiles in March 2013, NSN was invited to prepare one too. Part of 
this profile was a detailed 5 year plan: many of the items in this have been started and some completed.  

Where so often in church communities the talk is of fewer numbers and closure, New Song wants to talk 
about growth and mission. 

 

In summary, the reasons why New Song Network wishes to become a church are: 

1. It has grown in its 5 years to be doing the things that a church does without having the standing of 
a church. As a church it would have representatives on the circuit meeting which the leadership 
team regards as a two-way process: NSN would benefit by having a voice there and the circuit 
would benefit from the experience of a Fresh Expressions church with the resources it brings. 

2. There are people who attend the various areas of NSN who have no other church affiliation and 
wish to be members of the Methodist Church with their local church being New Song Network. 
Membership is about vibrant Christian living and commitment to a group of people. Membership 
also gives access to governance of the church.  

3. Having its own worship leaders. 
4. It will enable the building of better relationships with other groups and people within the circuit, 

district and wider, both faith and secular. 
5. It will protect the work that is already being done as NSN and validate it for the NSN community 

now and in the future. 
 

THE LOGISTICS OF BECOMING A CHURCH 

New Song Network’s leadership team met with the Rev Steve Lindridge (Fresh Expressions 
ConnexionalMissioner for the Methodist Church) at the beginning of December 2013 to explore the idea 
that NSN should apply to become a church: an idea that had been growing in strength over the previous 
year. 

He helped to clarify the team’s thinking and was supportive of NSN making this move. The following are 
issues with CPD references which it is expected that those looking at this application will want to know – 
and, more importantly, will want to know that the team has considered them. 

 

1. Membership 

12 people locally resident are required for a new church to be formed. 

Ref: Section 6 p502ff SO 605 (i) and (iii)  

As well as the usual membership, provision may be made by Standing Order to allow for dual 
membership of members of other Methodist churches and other Christian communities. 

Ref:  Standing Orders& Deed of Union: Page 214 8 Admission to  

Membership section (e) (ii)& p 299 section 052 Membership: Other cases 

NSN has not and is not actively encouraging people to take on dual membership but it is an option 
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for those who want to do so. There are advantages for the individuals who make the choice to do 
that including worship leading, involvement in Church governance, pastoral care. 

Formation: SO 605 Formation and Cessation – though this is set at present in quite negative terms 
Steve Lindridge  explained that Fresh Expressions is working with Faith and Order and Law and 
Polity on something far more encouraging and enabling.  

 NSN is able to satisfy these requirements 
 

2. NSN meeting in more than one venue 

SO 942 (1) allows multiple chapel usage 

 

3. Two churches meeting in one venue 

SO 942 (2) addresses more than one local church sharing the use of a chapel  

This SO requires a Memorandum of Terms of Management to be drawn up by the Church Councils 
 of the churches sharing the building. Although this cannot be signed until NSN becomes a church 
 there are already discussions taking place between NSN and Bold Street Mission both for
 immediate use and for the anticipated time when NSN is a church. 

The relevant paragraphs from the Model Trusts are being used as the basis for these discussions. 
 Book II, Part 2, para 8, 9 

In addition, Bold Street Mission and NSN have been and will continue collaborating on worship and 
other events. 

 

4. Worship 

As a church NSN would be able to appoint its own worship leaders. In addition SO 683.4 allows, 
with the superintendent’s permission, worship leaders to serve beyond their local church. If 
applied, this would allow those with dual membership to both bring their experiences to New Song 
worship and widen their experience through the different style of worship at New Song. 

 

5. Finances 

New Song Network has been giving 10% of its monthly offerings to the SVMC since September 
2013. Fresh Expression projects, because of their nature, take on average 10 years to have financial 
stability or independence. NSN is half way along this timescale and is already able to make monthly 
contributionsto the circuit and Bold Street Mission and also to Latchford church for specific items.If 
the circuit continues with an assessment which is based on attendance at worship as well as 
membership there will need to be discussions regarding a transition period because although NSC 
has a large attendance many of those people will be dual members or not yet members. 

 Would NSN becoming a church affect giving to other churches? 

i. No national research has been carried out on this. 
ii. NSN has been taking an offering for 2 years now so if this is to happen it should 

already have shown up. 
iii. Methodist Church membership  does not have a financial obligation per se and 

people will continue to give as they feel it is right for them. They will determine 
their own levels of giving to their churches according to their conscience. 

 

NSN realises that there are some things that still need to be clarified including circuit assessment and how 
to count people in circuit statistics who have dual membership, but it is important to note that this is 
already being operated in other circuits and Fresh Expressions is working with the Connexion to sort out 
the practicalities. 

 

Standing Order references from CPD can be read online at 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/media/633296/cpd-vol-2-0913.pdf 
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